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The first time I hid in my
imagination was when I heard my parents arguing. I was three years
old. They were on the run from the police. It all seems so
senseless now, after so many years. It was real and terrifying
enough then. 
  
 


  
We were hiding in a remote part of the country. It was in the
outskirts of a town; on a mountain; in a dilapidated house, a
desolate place. In the town, workers were laying asphalt for the
first on what was then the only street. The air was thick with the
smell of melting tar. There were two other things in the air,
curiosity and fear. They arrived together. 
  
 


  
The children of the town were warned not to wave to several WWII
bombers being relocated from some nearby pacific island. The
children were curious so they waved. Airborne with the bombers was
a plague of hornets. The waving caught the attention of the
hornets. The fear came with their hidden stings. 
  
 


  
The smell of progress, the drone of tarnished-grey air planes
and the curiosity such monsters invoked even without their lethal
cargo whistling their songs of death; and the whine of red and
yellow hornets who were members of the oldest air force; and the
waving that stung: these were the smells, the sounds, the sights,
the fear, and the pain of a town growing - five memories that
formed part of the town's history, but not part of the one that
would later be written. 
  
 


  
The town eventually became a city, became a tropical resort. It
was part of a new nation. New nations made a great deal of fuss
about their history because they were still inventing it. Although
this town had even less history than its new nation, for some
reason, in its case, editing was thought to be essential. So,
smells, bombers, and stings disappeared, replaced by records of
gifted visionaries who had seen the city hidden in the town while
everyone else was waving and being stung.
  
 


  
The city became a tourist legend, a natural progression in the
age of the modern. Modernity, among all the children of
civilization, was the most narcissistic: from its very outset it
saw itself as a monument - a fact it never tried to hide.
  
 


  

                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                
                    
                    

  

    
Books by Noel Gray
  


 


    

  
Fiction:


War Of The Web - 
Book 1: Battle of the Clouds

Virtual Crimes  

Fy-Sy Fables - 
C
olonising Creativity

The Dead Gondolier - 
and other crimes of Venice 

Hiding From Time

The Prisoner Of Fata Morgana

The Last Reverse Tale

Fall Of The Ax

Frog Legends

Word World - 
The Adventures of Piano and Ditto


  
(a story for lonely children)


In The River Of Lost Footsteps 

 




  
Non-
  
Fiction:


Exits

Realities

Edges  

 




  

    

www.noelgraybooks.com   
    


  


                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                
                    
                    



  

    
[image: image 1]
  





                    
                

                
            

            
        

    









OEBPS/images/ebook_image_30999_9b8ea014a567ea2a.jpg
Dr. Noel Gray is an independent, international scholar
and freelance writer. He has written extensively on the
philosophy of geometry, the kaleidoscope, and numerous
other subjects relating to science and technology. His
fictional works often blend together several literary
genres: magical realism, fables, mythology, science
fiction, and crime. He 1s also a pioneer in the new
genres: Fy-Sy, and Sotto Realism. He 1s currently
compiling, The Deranged Dictionary of Fictive Science.
He lives in Italy.

Hiding From Time

A child’s fledgling imagination comes to his aid in making sense
of the world he inhabits.

Hiding From Time is the author’s third publication in the recent
genre, Sotto Realism: subterranean realities that inhabit the
imagination, fading away to little more than a whisper at the birth
of each ordered, rational thought.
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